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Focus on Technology 6.3
What If the Social Web Reflected the Values  
of Cultures Other Than Those of the United States?
Most of the social web was developed in the highly individualistic U.S. culture. Gaurav Mishra’s blog entry 
speculates as to what a social web developed in a more collectivist, paternalist, status-oriented and relativist 
culture would be like:

•• What if the social web subjugated individual profiles and activity streams (high individualism) to 
group affiliations (high collectivism)? 

•• What if the social web parsed and displayed relationships between two users based on their status 
relative to each other (high power distance) instead of treating everyone as a “friend” (low power 
distance)?

•• What if the primary relationship on the social web was “becoming a fan” (long term orientation) 
instead of “becoming a friend” (short term orientation)?

•• What if the complex relationships between users automatically changed over time and across context 
(low uncertainty avoidance) instead of staying the same until it is proactively changed (high uncer-
tainty avoidance)?

Source: Mishra (2008).

Table 6.9  Environmental Performance Index, 2010 Rankings

1. Switzerland 23. Japan

2. Latvia 37. Canada

3. Norway 43. South Korea

4. Luxembourg 48. Australia

5. Costa Rica 49. United States

6. France 77. United Arab Emirates

7. Austria 82. Saudi Arabia

8. Italy 84. Mexico

9–10. United Kingdom 116. China

9–10. Sweden 125. India

13. Iceland 128. South Africa

Source: Yale Center for Environmental Law & Policy (2012).


